


2 ABOUT OUR PARISHES

deacondoyle@stnicholasholyfamily.org

Cherie Compton
Coordinator of Religious Education
cre@stnicholasholyfamily.org

Moriah Inkrott
Youth and Young Adult Minister
yyam@stnicholasholyfamily.org

Kira Niese
Youth and Family Minister
yfm@stnicholasholyfamily.org

Rose Inkrott
Administrative Assistant e 419-876-3481
parishoffice@stnicholasholyfamily.org

Brenda Hermiller  Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@stnicholasholyfamily.org

Melanie Schroeder e Office Assistant
officeassistant@stnicholasholyfamily.org

PARISH OFFICE HOURS at the St. Nicholas Parish Center:
Monday 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Tuesday 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Wednesday 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Thursday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

Friday following 8:00 am Mass - 2:00 pm

Bulletin deadline: Tuesday at 2:00 pm

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY UPDATES: Please contact the office
at 419-876-3481 or by email at
parishoffice@stnicholasholyfamily.org if you would like to
either schedule, cancel or reschedule or have any questions
regarding your picture. To submit a photo, please call the
office, and we will work through the details. The deadline to
submit photos has been extended to Sunday, May 26. Another
photography date was added on Wednesday, June 3rd with
over 23 open time slots currently available. Email reminders ‘to
include location’ will be sent out a few days prior to your
scheduled appointment date.

If you are available to volunteer for greeting & registering our
families during June 2 & 3 photography days as well as other
pictorial tasks, please contact the office. Thanks to all the
families that have had their pictures taken so far! It is very
much appreciated. (We now have a total of 403 families signed
up which is super in addition to adding several submitted
photos!)
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Weekday
Tuesday 8:00 am - St. Nicholas
Wednesday 8:00 am - Holy Family
Thursday 6:30 pm - Holy Family
Friday 8:00 am - St. Nicholas
Sacrament of Reconciliation
St. Nicholas: Saturday 3:00 pm - 3:30 pm
Holy Family: Thursday 5:45 pm - 6:15 pm
Sacrament of Matrimony
Please contact Father Scott at least 6 months in
advance to begin the Marriage Preparation process.
Sacrament of Baptism
First time parents are required to attend Baptism
Preparation classes. Please contact the Parish Office
for class information and to schedule Baptism. Please
note that the Church asks that children receive
baptism within a few weeks of birth (Canon 867 §1).
Sacrament of the Sick
Please contact the Parish Office or Fr. Scott. Also
call the Parish Office if interested in a First Friday
homebound visit.
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
Process in place for those adults and children ages 7
and older interested in becoming Catholic. Please
contact Fr. Scott.
Eucharistic Exposition
Tuesday 8:30 am - 4:00 pm Evening Prayer &
Benediction at St. Nicholas
Wednesday 8:30 am - 6:40 pm Evening Prayer &
Benediction at Holy Family

PLEASE NOTE: Eucharistic Exposition is canceled when
there is a Funeral on a Tuesday or Wednesday at the
corresponding church & also if there is a Miller City-New
Cleveland school delay or a cancellation for any reason.

PRAYER REQUESTS: If any parishioner has a prayer
request/intention, please let us know by calling the
office at 419-876-3481 or sending us an email at
parishoffice@stnicholasholyfamily.org

BULLETIN SPONSOR OF THE WEEK
COMPLIMENTS OF:

Love - Heitmeyer Funeral Homey
LOVE-HEITMEYER FUNERAL HOMES: The caring staff
of Love-Heitmeyer Funeral Homes in Ottawa, Ft. Jennings
and Leipsic provide a personal and sincere touch as they
support you in your time of need. Pre-arrangement
Consolers. Call 419-523-6586.
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PASTOR’S NOTE 3
Dear Parishioners, May 17, 2026
We have reached the last week of school for so many of our members who are students,
teachers, or school staff. I hope this school year has been one filled with many blessings and the
opportunity to grow personally, intellectually, and especially spiritually. Congratulations to the Class
of 2026, and may God’s blessings be with you in your future endeavors. As I mentioned in my homily
for Baccalaureate Mass, may you always know that God will be with you to give you strength and
guidance in the future.
Speaking of school, I felt somewhat like a student again these past five weeks. Our parish
hosted five training sessions on the past five Tuesdays as part of a new initiative from Live Jesus
Ministries (LJM). Live Jesus is a new approach to forming our youth in the faith that is based ona

mentorship model rather than a classroom model. It is fully endorsed by Bishop Thomas and the Diocese of Toledo and is
provided free of charge to any parish in the diocese who desires it. Locally, Ottawa Sts. Peter and Paul Parish has already
had two sets of these 5-week formation sessions (with another one taking place this summer) while around 750 mentors, I
believe, from around the diocese have already been trained.

Live Jesus Ministries desires that the pastor undergo this formation along with potential adult mentors for our
youth. The reason for this is so that the pastor is fully behind this youth ministry approach, is informed, and can help
promote it in the parish. I can say that I am wholeheartedly behind our pursuit of the Live Jesus model and am excited to
see the fruit it will bring in our parishes. Already these past three years, we have adopted a discipleship/mentor model for
our high school youth nights which has gone very well. We even had some youth ask for more youth nights this year after
the schedule had ended so that they could meet again in their small groups.

One book that was given to us in the training entitled One Disciple at a Time by Everett Fritz explains part of the
reason that youth have a desire for this model today. In years past, youth (and society at large) sought community
experiences by physically going to a large event like a social (which is why large social events were popular in youth
ministry in the not-so-distant past). However, now, our society is much different with the existence of the internet, cell
phones, and social media. Youth are often fully connected to people from all over the world nearly 24 /7. What they crave
and are very hungry for are more personal, intimate relationships in a smaller setting. Live Jesus Ministries provides this
by having an adult mentor walk with a small group of ideally 3-6 students. The mentor meets with the youth on a regular
basis to pray with them, check in on how it is going in living out their faith, helping them to grow as a committed disciple
of Christ, and suggesting concrete steps for them to grow in their relationship with God.

The idea behind this model is that there are different stages of becoming a disciple. Often in the Church today, we
assume that a student in PSR already has a personal relationship with Christ and is committed to their faith. Yet sadly,
statistics show that this is often not the case. John Trabbic, the LIM executive director, mentioned that of those Catholics
ages 10-24, 80% will leave the Catholic faith. This is an awful statistic, but I think it highlights the dire need that the
Church has to meet the needs of our current time in history shaped by our modern secular culture. I truly believe that
Live Jesus Ministries and this discipleship approach to passing on the faith is part of the Holy Spirit's answer to this
problem. It is also a model based on how Jesus Himself made disciples: He had a small group of twelve that he formed and
an even smaller group of just three (Peter, James, and John) that he especially invested Himself in. The result of Jesus
especially focusing on forming just a few disciples has led to the over 2 billion followers of Christ in the world today.

I am excited about our adoption of Live Jesus in our parishes. The beauty of it is that adults who live out their faith
can help the younger generations on their own journey. Often, the leader of such groups gets just as much out the of
group as those who are a part of it (I can attest to this with my priesthood discernment group that I have led the past two
years). Currently, we have a group of around 18 or so adult mentors who lead high school groups, but the desire is for even
more. | get a sense that there are many more good candidates for adult mentors in our parishes to walk with the youth in
a small group. If you are interested or would like more information, please reach out to Moriah Inkrott
(vvam@stnicholasholyfamily.org). We hope to have another 5-week training session sometime this year.

May the Lord bless our efforts to evangelize and disciple our youth through Live Jesus Ministries, and may the
Holy Spirit raise up mentors for our youth to witness the faith to them and help them love the Lord and their Catholic
faith.

In Christ,

Fr. Scott
P.S. Deacon Doyle is celebrating his 20th Anniversary of his ordination to the diaconate this Wednesday.
Please join me in congratulating Deacon Doyle on this milestone, and may the Lord continue to bless him in his
generous, dedicated, and faithful ministry here in our parishes.
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